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Washing School in Terre 
Haute. which has housed a success- 
ful alternative high school program 
for over three years has this year 
become home base for a special 
junior high school-level program. 

Cindy Hargis and Dave Rector. 
teachers at Washington. said the 
SOS [Secondary Opportunity 
School] program came about when 
the corporation saw a need toreach 
children who are having trouble in 
school. before they reach the high 
school level. 

Many children begin to experi- 
ence problems in the seventh and 
eighth grades. “possibly.” said 
Hargis. “because of the transfer 
from smaller elementary schools to 
the atmosphere of larger junior 
high schools.” 

“They need extra support and 
attention to get them interested in 
school again and avert future 
problems,” Hargis added. 

At this time only eighteen stu- 
dents are enrolled with SOS but 
apparently enrollment varies. as 
Hargis said some students stay 
only one semester. 

Students come to this school 
through referrals, either from 
parents or school principals. with 
the approval of both. 

“Many of the students who 
attend school here have had atten- 
dance problems in the past.” said 
Hargis. “so transportation is pro- 
vided by the school corporation.” 

According to Hargis. the SOS 
program was initiated by Super- 
intendent Dr. Harmon Baldwin and 
his assistants. 

With the exception of much 
‘smaller class size, the Washington 
Junior High program has the same 
guidelines as any other in Vigo 
County. Hours are from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m., and the regular cur- 
riculum is taught. “However.” said 
Hargis. “it is more restricted be- 
cause of the ae school being 

housed i in the building: inter- 
action ae a AS high school and 
the junior high is not permitted.” 
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